
UNECE Subprogramme 3. Statistics 
 

Implementing entity: ECE, Statistical Division Budget summary (thousands of United States dollars) 

Relationship to the strategic framework for the period 2010-2011: programme 16, subprogramme 3, expected 
accomplishment (d)  Actual

2006-2007
Estimate

2008-2009
Estimate 

2010-2011 

Objective: To enhance the implementation of international standards and good practices by national statistical 
systems, in particular in the economically less developed subregions of ECE (Central Asia, Southern Caucasus, 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe). 

General temporary assistance 
Consultants 
Travel of staff 
Seminars/workshops 
Total 

327.8
12.9
52.0
45.2

437.9

429.1
9.9

52.4
—

491.4

472.7 
— 

72.0 
8.7 

553.4 
Expected accomplishments Indicators of achievement Activities/outputs/projectsa

(a) Increased timeliness, comparability, completeness 
and reliability of macroeconomic, social and 
demographic statistics and of the Millennium 
Development Goal indicators in the economically less 
developed subregions of the ECE area 
(b) Improved implementation of the Fundamental 
Principles of Official Statistics in the statistical 
legislation and the institutional structures of national 
statistical systems in the economically less developed 
subregions of the ECE area 

(a) (i) Increased quantity of official statistics, based 
on sound internationally recommended standards 
and recommendations, produced and disseminated 
by the statistical systems and the national statistical 
agencies; (ii) increased number of countries 
possessing accurate official statistical information 
for monitoring progress towards implementation of 
Millennium Development Goals 
(b) Increased number of countries ensuring better 
compliance with the Fundamental Principles of 
Official Statistics through revision of their national 
statistical legislation and development of their 
institutional structures 

Technical cooperation activities in support of the capacity-building of the national 
statistical systems and relevant national statistical agencies, especially in the less 
developed subregions of Central Asia, Southern Caucasus, Eastern and South-
Eastern Europe will be demand-driven and focused on promoting the implementation 
of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and providing advice to countries 
with economies in transition on institutional frameworks of official statistics.  
Capacity-development activities will include: (a) subregional and regional training 
workshops to promote more effective transfer of knowledge; (b) advisory services 
provided by skilled in-house and outsourced technical experts to address specific 
needs of a more technical nature; (c) production of training material, multimedia 
presentations and other materials for the activities; (d) by organizing the translation 
of materials, to ensure efficient use of the materials produced in three of the four 
targeted subregions; (e) providing the training materials in an easily accessible way, 
including through the website of the Statistical Division; and (f) 
establishing/strengthening networks of expertise in the related fields of statistics, to 
strengthen networking between professionals through the exchange of best practices. 

  The subprogramme will implement two existing donor-funded projects and three 
projects funded by the Development Account. In addition, the subprogramme intends 
to develop three to four new projects in support of countries in the above-mentioned 
subregions in different statistical fields, in particular in gender statistics and gender 
mainstreaming of statistical information, the dissemination of statistical information, 
building databases on Millennium Development Goal indicators, the renewed 
standards of the System of National Accounts, price statistics and other fields of 
statistics. 

Output summary (participants) Impact summary 
 Actual 

 2006-2007 
Estimate 

2008-2009
Estimate 

2010-2011

Advisory services 18 24 21

Seminars/workshops 5 (287) 11 (650) 14 (700)
Total 23 35 35

  

 In 2006-2007, five capacity-building workshops were organized by the subprogramme with the aim of strengthening the 
technical capacity of national statistical agencies in the field of official statistics. Characteristic themes were the preparations for the 
2010 round of population and housing censuses, the non-observed economy, migration statistics, disability statistics and gender 
statistics for monitoring national development and progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. These workshops 
strengthened the capacity of almost 290 national experts.  
 In questionnaires filled in by participants of the workshops, over 90 per cent of respondents expressed strong or very 
strong satisfaction with the usefulness of the materials, training activities, methodologies and tools presented. The subprogramme 
anticipates that the number of technical cooperation activities will increase substantially in the 2008-2009 and 2010-2011 bienniums 
owing mainly to increased external funding. This positive trend, based on measures taken from 2006 to 2008, will significantly 
contribute to improving the quality and output levels of the Millennium Development Goal indicators and official statistics in the 
four targeted subregions, especially Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe. This will make monitoring of development more 
accurate for national authorities, policymakers and other stakeholders, as well as for international organizations. In particular, the 
population censuses, performed in all countries of the region with the sole exception of Uzbekistan will, together with enhanced 
economic, social and gender statistics, provide a much more solid basis for all users of official statistics. 

 

 a Indicative; subject to beneficiary requests.  


